The

Work
Our

of

Hands

David Skiviat Retires • The Purpose of Work
Iraqi Archbishop on Persecution and Forgiveness

CONTENTS
12

FEATURES

DEPARTMENTS

The Work of Our Hands

Coming Events

By Emily Stimpson Chapman

Five Franciscan alumni share how they
paint and sculpt images that illuminate
God and the world he created.

20

By Adam Nettina

Secrets to Success: Making a
Pilgrimage

11
23
24

Witness to a Miracle

A Safe Home

By Emily Stimpson Chapman

Franciscan University’s Title IX policies
on sexual misconduct incorporate the
school’s Catholic identity.

32

Making the Most of Life
By Judy Roberts

Inside the DIY online world of Anna and
Gabe Leisemeyer ’06.

34

The Purpose of Work
By Emily Stimpson Chapman

Dr. Deborah Savage explains the meaning of work—before and after the fall.

36

Franciscan Faces
The Dean’s List
Class Notes

38

Prof Profile

By Tom Sofio

Retired VP of Finance David Skiviat saw
God’s hand at work in the numbers
throughout 40 years at Franciscan.

30

In Brief

Alumni Profiles: 1975,
2009, 2016

By Emily Stimpson Chapman

28

From the President
News, Baron Athletics,
Franciscan Saints, Bookshelf

Bringing St. Paul to the Screen
Actor Jim Caviezel and Eric Groth MA
’93 share how they make successful
Christian movies.

22

4
5
6

“They Never Took Our Faith”
By Adam Nettina

Iraqi Archbishop Bashar Warda shares
a message of courage, forgiveness, and
evangelization in the face of persecution.

On the Cover: Franciscan University

alumni share perspectives on their art,
creativity, and faith. See story on page 12.
(Photo by Brian Sizemore)

Opposite: Fr. Nathan Malavolti,TOR,

chief evangelization officer, processes with
the Eucharist at the April 7 Festival of Praise.
FOPs draw hundreds of students, faculty, staff,
and guests each month to Finnegan Fieldhouse
for an evening of song, praise, and eucharistic
adoration. (Photo by Kendal Huntsman)

COMING
EVENTS
May 2018
5
11
12

Festival of Praise: Fieldhouse, 7 p.m.
Baccalaureate Mass: Fieldhouse, 6 p.m.
Bachelor of Science Commencement: Fieldhouse, 9 a.m.
Bachelor of Arts Commencement: Fieldhouse, 1 p.m.

June 2018
8-10
15-17
18-22
18-28
22-24
29-July 1

Power and Purpose Conference
High School Youth Conference: Steubenville Main Campus 1
Priests, Deacons, Seminarians Retreat
Pilgrimages: The Holy Land with Father Sean O. Sheridan, TOR, and Steve and Janet Ray
High School Youth Conference: Steubenville Main Campus 2
High School Youth Conference: Steubenville Main Campus 3

July 2018
Franciscan Magazine Staff
Editor: Lisa Ferguson ’84
Assistant Editor: Tom Sofio
Contributing Editor: Emily Stimpson Chapman
Writer: Adam Nettina
Design Director/Production: Brian Mick
Class Notes: Nancy Ross
Photographers: David Deptula
Kendal Huntsman
Leo Munday
John Novotny
Brian Sizemore
Rosemary Stefanick
Marketing and
Communications Department
740-283-6450
franciscanmagazine@franciscan.edu
franciscan.edu
Franciscan University of Steubenville does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin, sex, age, disability,
or veteran’s status (or any other criteria protected by applicable
law) in its educational programs and activities or admissions.

1-10
13-15
16-19
20-22
25-27
27-29

Pilgrimages: Shrines of France with Father Dave Pivonka, TOR
High School Youth Conference: Steubenville Main Campus 4
St. John Bosco Conference
High School Youth Conference: Steubenville Main Campus 5
Applied Biblical Studies Conference
Defending the Faith Conference

For information on all 30 summer conferences, go to: steubenvilleconferences.com.
For more details on pilgrimages, go to: franciscan.edu/pilgrimages.

Franciscan University Presents
Airs on EWTN, 10 p.m., first Sunday of each month,
with repeats the same week, Thursday, 5 a.m., and
Friday, 2 p.m. All times EST.

May 6

“Faith and Human Work,” Dr. Deborah Savage

June 3

“The First Society,” Dr. Scott Hahn

July 8

“Discerning a Priestly Vocation,” Father Brett Brannen

Aug 5

“The Transgender Moment,” Dr. Ryan T. Anderson

From the President
Graule Studios

Rev. Sean O. Sheridan, TOR

D

own a backstreet not far from
Piazza Navona, lucky tourists
will stumble upon the Church
of St. Louis of the French, the national
church of France in Rome. If you’re
luckier still, you will find it open and
make your way through the darkened
interior to the Contarelli Chapel.
There, if you have a spare euro to turn
on the lights, you can take in three
world-renowned paintings by the Baroque master Caravaggio: “The Calling
of St. Matthew,” “The Inspiration of
St. Matthew,” and “The Martyrdom
of St. Matthew.”
I have been privileged to see these
paintings several times with our trustees
and while leading a pilgrimage to the
Eternal City because the church is dedicated to King St. Louis IX of France, a
special patron of the Franciscan Third
Order Regular. Each time, I am overwhelmed by the vast size of the canvases
and Caravaggio’s colors, still so vibrant
more than 400 years later.
In all of them, light and shadow
powerfully convey the story, but for me,
the most moving work is “The Calling
of St. Matthew.” I discuss this masterpiece in conferences and retreats for our
students, especially when talking about
vocation, a word with origins in the
Latin for “to call.”
Caravaggio depicts St. Matthew and
his colleagues counting the money they
have collected at day’s end. Jesus, his

Into the LIGHT
face and outstretched hand illuminated, enters the scene and calls Matthew
forward into the light. An astonished
Matthew points at himself as if asking,
“Who me?”
Art scholars draw out further
meaning, noting that while Jesus and
St. Peter are dressed as first-century
Jews, Matthew and his companions
wear the clothing of Caravaggio’s
contemporaries in the late 16th century. And that Jesus’ hand mirrors the
configuration of God the Father’s hand
in “The Creation of Adam” by Michelangelo. Both of these details imply that
from the beginning of time, throughout every age, God calls us forward in
our vocation.
Since the early days of the Catholic
Church, the fine arts have communicated the faith without words, imprinting the stories of biblical heroes and
saints and martyrs on their viewers’
imaginations. Even St. Francis of Assisi, who did not create with paints and
brushes or hammers and chisels, used
a living canvas to bring the Nativity to
life in Greccio in 1223, so much did
he desire “to enact the memory of that
babe who was born in Bethlehem: to
see as much as is possible with my own
bodily eyes . . . how, with an ox and
an ass standing by, he rested on hay”
(Thomas of Celano).
Bringing the faith to life in these
ways proved to be both beautiful and

invaluable in evangelizing those of less
literate eras, but Bishop Robert Barron
says today, too, we must begin with
beauty—not truth—to attract people to
the faith.
“The best evangelical strategy is
one that moves from the beautiful to
the good and finally to the true,” he explains, citing Hans Urs von Balthasar,
who said “the beautiful claims the
viewer, changes him, and then sends
him on mission. . . . The pattern is
more or less as follows: first the beautiful (how wonderful!), then the good
(I want to participate!), and finally the
true (now I understand!)” (Wordon
Fire.org, February 19, 2013).
Through Franciscan University’s
fine arts courses in our core curriculum,
Anathan Theatre productions, Chorale
and Schola concerts, exploration of Europe’s art treasures through our Austria
Program, and other avenues, our
students come to a deeper appreciation
of the beautiful along with the true and
the good. God’s beauty beckons them
into the light of Jesus Christ, preparing
their hearts to receive more of him—
and to give more of him to our world.
Let’s pray that they—and each of
us—will answer Christ’s call to follow
him daily and use our gifts and talents to
win over a world starved for the beauty,
goodness, and truth of Our Savior.
May God continue to bless you and
your families. n

Franciscan

• Spring 2018

5

In Brief
New Members of
Franciscan University
Board of Trustees

Scanlan
Scholars

E

F

ather James Puglis, TOR, ’10 graduated from
Franciscan University with degrees in philosophy
and theology. He was a member of the University’s
Priestly Discernment Program, played on the Baron
rugby team, and studied in Gaming, Austria.
Ordained a priest in 2017, he is now a parochial
vicar at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Virginia.
Father Larry Uhlman, TOR, is the econome for
the Franciscan TOR Province of the Most Sacred
Heart. He was ordained a priest in 1990 after working as a special education teacher in the Philadelphia
area. Twice assigned to Franciscan University, he
previously served as director of Student Outreach,
residence life chaplain, and Austria Program chaplain.
He also served as director of Vocations and director
of Novices for the TOR order.
Chris Irvin ’90 lives near Steubenville and is the
owner of Irvin Insurance Services. His wife, Joy
(Morris ’91, MSN ’10), and several of his children are
also Franciscan University graduates. Chris is a past
president and served four terms on the University’s
Board of Advisors, where he also chaired the Alumni
Committee. He is a Serra Club member and past
president of the Steubenville Rotary.
John Goetz, JD, is a partner in Jones Day law
firm. He specializes in business and tort litigation and
is a recognized authority in aviation and transportation litigation. He was part of a team that obtained
injunctions preventing the U.S. government from enforcing a key provision of its Affordable Care Act in a
case decided by the U.S. Supreme Court. He has been
board president for Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh
and its Free Health Care Center. n

Fr. James Puglis,TOR ’10

Fr. Larry Uhlman,TOR

Chris Irvin ’90

Quoted

The ordinary form for
“evangelization
to
John Goetz, JD

Franciscan a Top 50 Best Value

F

ranciscan University of Steubenville ranked 37th among the top 100 private
universities in Kiplinger’s Best Values, 2018. Franciscan shares the list with Yale
University, Johns Hopkins University, Princeton University, and other nationally
known private institutions recognized by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance for exceptional academic quality and affordability.
Franciscan University was the fourth least expensive among all 100 schools for
total cost per year. Franciscan University has been named to Kiplinger’s 100 best
values in private universities list every year since 2012. n
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ighty high school students from
across the U.S.—all top scholars—
wrote essays, prepared a portfolio,
and submitted a video for the 15th
annual Father Michael Scanlan, TOR,
Scholarship competition.
This year’s winners are Andrew
Lyons who lives in Gaffney, South
Carolina, and attends St. Joseph
Catholic High School, and Nathan
Ware, who lives in Westerville, Ohio,
and attends Westerville South High
School.
Each student will receive a fouryear, full-tuition academic scholarship
for their undergraduate studies at
Franciscan University.
The scholarship is named in honor
of Father Scanlan, who served as
president of Franciscan University
for 26 years and was instrumental in
revitalizing the Catholic identity of
the school. n

happen is

fr iendship .

And friendship takes an

awful lot of

time .”

—Real Life Catholic’s Chris Stefanick ’98
at Mission Immersion Day

Honored Faculty
hree professors were honored February 16, 2018, for their
contributions to the University.
Teaching—Dr. William Newton was recognized for the way
his teaching of theology exemplifies the wedding of faith
and reason called for by Pope John Paul II in Fides et Ratio.
Newton, who has taught for Franciscan’s Austria Program
and is now in Steubenville, invites students into his family
life and challenges them to pursue excellence in their
studies and live out the Gospel in their lives.
Scholarship—An internationally renowned scholar, Dr.
John Crosby, professor of philosophy and director of the
MA Philosophy Program, was recognized for his recent
works including The Personalism of John Henry Newman,
which was revised and published as a paperback, e-book,
and in Spanish. He also edited a special issue of the
American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly on the legacy of
Dietrich von Hildebrand.
Service—Professor Nicholas Will, assistant professor of
music, was recognized for his efforts to establish a high
quality Sacred Music Program at Franciscan University.
He has procured rehearsal instruments and arranged for
students to take organ lessons and studio classes at St.
Peter’s Church in Steubenville and has furthered the visibility of the University through sung liturgies and concerts,
including Extraordinary Form Masses. n

Kendal Huntsman

March for Life

Eight charter buses delivered nearly 500 Franciscan students while many more
students and alumni drove to the 45th March for Life in Washington, D.C. Fr. Sean
O. Sheridan,TOR, president, and other TOR priests and sisters joined the students,
some of whom are shown here after attending morning Mass at the Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. Social work major Dominque Cognetti, coordinator for
this year’s march, said, “We are the pro-life generation, and prayer by prayer, we
are seeing a change.”

Audry Wilson

T

Dr.William Newton, Dr. John Crosby, Prof. Nicholas Will

St. John Paul II Library
The St. John Paul II Library is a place
to study and a place to find knowledge.
The numbers tell part of the story.

141,371
Books
348
Print Journals
254,000
E-books
198,109
Library Visits
(2016-17)
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Poverello Medal Presented

T

Audrey Wilson

he late Father Michael Scanlan, TOR, president of
Franciscan University of Steubenville from 1974-2000,
was recognized March 3 with the Poverello Medal—the
University’s highest non-academic award.
The medal, which bears an image of St. Francis giving
alms to the poor, was presented to Father Richard Davis,
TOR, minister provincial of the Province of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus and chairman of the Franciscan
University Board of Trustees, by Franciscan University
President Father Sean O. Sheridan, TOR.
The setting for the ceremony was Mission Immersion
Day, at which nearly 300 Franciscan students received
training for spring break mission trips to 13 locations
Fr. Sean O. Sheridan,TOR, presents the Poverello Medal in memory of Fr. Michael
across the Western Hemisphere.
Scanlan,TOR, to Fr. Richard Davis,TOR.
“Few Catholics in the latter half of the 20th century
loomed quite so large as Father Mike. He was a scholar, a
lawyer, a soldier, a civil rights activist, a pro-life leader, an
author, a speaker, and a priest,” said Father Sheridan, reading from the award citation. “Above all, he was a humble
n January 22, Franciscan University
follower of Jesus and an imitator of Il Poverello, the little
announced the addition of William
poor man of Assisi from whom his order, the Franciscans,
Gorman as chief operating officer.
takes its name.”
For 14 years, Gorman served in the
Accepting the award in Father Scanlan’s memory,
Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., in a
Father Davis applauded the students about to leave on
number of key positions. As associate
mission trips. “To bring Christ to the world,” was central
moderator of the Curia reporting to Carto Father Scanlan’s evangelistic vision for Franciscan
dinal Donald Wuerl, he led the strategic
University, he said. n
planning and operational initiatives of the
archdiocese and directed its day-to-day
William Gorman
central office operations.
Gorman succeeds David Skiviat ’78,
vice president of Finance and Administration, who recently retired after 40 years
of service (see page 28).
ranciscan University has entered into a partnership
On February 14, Richard Rollino
that enables associates of the St. Paul Center for
began work at the University as vice presBiblical Theology to teach theology and other courses
ident of Finance.
at Franciscan University.
Rollino came to Franciscan University
The first St. Paul Center faculty fellow is Dr. Andrew
from Wyoming Catholic College where Richard Rollino
Jones, the executive director of the St. Paul Center and
he worked as executive vice president and
publisher of Emmaus Road Publishing. He holds a PhD
treasurer from 2011-2018. During his tenure, he reshaped the
in medieval history from St. Louis University and is an
college’s financial base, helped develop and execute the strategic
expert on the Church in the High Middle Ages.
plan, and guided the annual budget process, seeing the student
Founded and led by Dr. Scott Hahn, Franciscan’s
population increase by 60 percent and programs expand to
reach new constituents.
Father Michael Scanlan Professor of Biblical Theology
Both positions were created as part of President Father
and the New Evangelization, the St. Paul Center provides
Sean O. Sheridan, TOR’s larger reorganization of the adresearch and study tools that promote Scripture study
ministrative structure, which gives Franciscan University new
in the Catholic tradition. Its offices are located on the
opportunities and resources to advance its mission. n
Franciscan University campus. n

New COO and VP of Finance

O

St. Paul Center Fellowship

F
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Baron Athletics

From Student-Athlete to Coach

Christina Lawrence ’16, Jackson Academy
volleyball coach

Athletics

Paul Jarzynka ’14,Wright State University
tennis coach

Student-Athlete

SPOTLIGHT
Carlo Fabian
Track and Field – Senior

C

Athletics

y trading in a uniform for a coach’s whistle,
student-athletes from nearly all 16 Franciscan
University athletic teams stay involved in the
sport they love after their graduation.
With an NCAA Tournament under his belt
from his Baron days, Paul Jarzynka ’14 still lives
and breathes tennis. Jarzynka works as an assistant
tennis coach at Wright State University in Dayton,
Ohio, where he coaches up to six days a week, in
addition to working full time as an instructor at a
tennis club.
Jarzynka says he coaches from the head and
heart.
“My coaches at Franciscan helped me see that
the coach is the hands and feet of Christ, and their
example inspired me to want to be that for my
players and give them my all.”
Jarzynka isn’t alone in following his coaches’
example.
Christina “Cmar” Lawrence ’16 was inspired by
her coaches’ integration of faith in athletics. Now
head women’s volleyball coach at Jackson Academy
in Jackson, Mississippi, Lawrence says, “God used
my time at Franciscan to form me into the coach
and young disciple I am today, and I try to repay
him every day by ministering to my girls on an
athletic, academic, and spiritual level.”
The focus of Franciscan athletics also influenced
Amy O’Keefe ’15. After graduation, she returned
to her alma mater, Seton La Salle Catholic High
School in Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania, where she
is now head coach of women’s varsity volleyball.
“The value of sports has always been apparent
to me, but now as a coach I can see how much my
students really grow in virtue through volleyball,”
says O’Keefe.
Christian Lewis ’07, who within his first year as
head coach helped lead the men’s North Penn rugby
team to win its first D-II match in over 10 years,
says he holds his players to the same high standards
his Franciscan coaches set for him.
“If guys are struggling with whatever life is
throwing at them, I help them, support them, let
them know they aren’t alone. And when things go
well, I make sure to celebrate that together, too.”
It’s this passion for helping others grow on and
off the field that leads many Franciscan alumni to

Athletics

B

Carlo Fabian

arlo Fabian, a senior accounting
major, used his natural running
ability and hard work to break records
for Franciscan University’s track team
on both the 4 x 1 relay and 4 x 4 relay teams. He also received his team’s
St. Sebastian Award for virtuous integration of mind, body, and spirit.
Carlo ran in many events, but
the 4 x 4 relay was his favorite race.
“Track is a more individualistic sport,
but in the 4 x 4 relay, you aren’t doing
it just for yourself; it’s a team effort.”
Being appointed team captain,
Carlo says, helped him get out of his
comfort zone and learn self-discipline
and develop a better work ethic. But
he says the best lesson his coaches
and teammates taught him was to
glorify God, not himself.
“Without God, we wouldn’t even
be able to perform on the track. Without him, we are nothing.” n

FOLLOW THE BARONS
franciscanathletics.com
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Franciscan Saint I

t can be tempting to view the saints
through the lens of contemporary superheroes—individuals marked by feats
of fearlessness, strength, or intelligence.
Yet in the case of many saints, it is their
humanity, striving against their imperfections and reaching toward holiness,
that makes them examples for our own
call to sainthood.
Blessed Solanus Casey is one of
those saints.
“Worry is a weakness from which
very few of us are entirely free,” he said.
“We must be on guard against this most
insidious enemy of our peace of soul.
Instead, let us foster confidence in God,
and thank him ahead of time for whatever he chooses to send us.”
A Capuchin friar who was ordained
a simplex priest (he could preside over
Mass but could not hear confessions
or preach doctrinal sermons), Casey

Blessed Solanus Casey (1870-1957)

was no less an instrument of God’s
unselfish love, sitting at the door of
St. Bonaventure Monastery in Detroit, Michigan, every day for 21 years,
listening to and comforting all who
visited him.
Born November 25, 1870, in
Oak Grove, Wisconsin, to a large
Irish-Catholic family, Barney Casey
spent the early days of his life working various jobs, including a brief
time as a streetcar motorman. During
one of his shifts on the streetcar, he
witnessed a gruesome murder that led
him, according to biographer James P.
Derum, to see “the only cure for mankind’s crime and wretchedness” as “the
love that can be learned only from and
through Him who died to show men
what love is.”
Father Casey realized this kind of
love was the only thing that mattered

in the end. He allowed his love for
Christ to penetrate all he did, especially by humbly accepting the job as the
monastery’s doorkeeper.
During this time, he kept notebooks
in which he recorded over 6,000 prayer
requests and notes, many of which
included cures from illnesses including
tuberculosis, leukemia, and cancer. In
fact, the miracle that led to his beatification on November 18, 2017, involved
a woman with an incurable genetic skin
disease who stopped at his tomb to
pray for a list of people. While she was
there, a voice whispered to her, “Pray for
yourself,” and she was instantly cured.
It was as if Casey, who himself died of a
skin disease on July 31, 1957, continued
his mission to love those who sought his
counsel even from his heavenly home. n
Rebecca Siemens ’17 writes from Steubenville.

Bookshelf
Fidelity and Freedom

Edited by Stephen M. Hildebrand
and Sean O. Sheridan, TOR
Fidelity and Freedom features bishops,
theologians, and other Catholic
leaders who presented papers at
Franciscan University on the 25th
anniversary of Ex corde Ecclesiae.
Edited by Dr. Stephen Hildebrand,
chair of Franciscan University’s Theology Department, and Father Sean
O. Sheridan, TOR, president of
Franciscan University, the collected
papers offer reflections on topics
including the relationship between
the Catholic university and the
Church, academic freedom, and the
mission of the Catholic university to
the culture.

The Friendship Project

Michelle (Krilich ’99) Faehnle and
Emily (Wilson ’98) Jaminet
How do we go about being a good
friend and finding good friends?
How do we transform our friendships into deeper, more meaningful spiritual friendships? These
are just a few of the questions
Michele Faehnle and Emily Jaminet
cover in The Friendship Project: The
Catholic Woman’s Guide to Making
and Keeping Fabulous, Faith-Filled
Friends. Guided by the example of
the saints, each chapter focuses on
how a particular virtue can help you
develop friendships that guide you
and your friends to Christ. (Ave
Marie Press)

The Reformation 500 Years Later

Dr. Benjamin Wiker
The lasting influence of the Reformation touches all of us, but few of
us truly understand it. Dr. Benjamin
Wiker, Franciscan University professor of political science and human
life studies, offers an easy-to-understand guide to the Reformation and
its enduring relevance. In The Reformation 500 Years Later: 12 Things
You Need to Know, you’ll learn how
Luther inspired radical reformers
he actually despised, why another
Reformation is inevitable, and many
more remarkable facts about one of
the biggest upheavals of the western
world, all in clear and engaging
writing. (Regnery History)

The First Society

Dr. Scott Hahn
Although we know that Western
Civilization is in crisis, no one can
agree on how to mend this broken
culture. In The First Society: The
Sacrament of Matrimony and the Restoration of the Social Order, Franciscan
University theology professor Dr.
Scott Hahn states that our culture is
in trouble because the sacrament of
holy matrimony has been corrupted.
The family, the building block of
any community, is formed through
holy matrimony. Hahn explains
how restoring holy matrimony, and
therefore the family, will allow society to flourish through God’s grace.
(Emmaus Road Publishing)

Purchase
these books from the Franciscan Bookstore, 888-333-0381.
*
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For the

Love

Lord
of the

Franciscan Faces — Howard Jung MA ’18
By Adam Nettina Photo by David Deptula

F

or some people, a realization
of God’s calling comes early in
life. For others, it comes years
later. And for former real estate partner
Howard Jung, it came a week before the
most significant professional opportunity of his life.
Originally from Toronto, Canada,
Jung’s path to Franciscan University of
Steubenville—where he is earning his
master’s in theology—was more than 15
years in the making. After working as
an electrical engineer in California after
college, Jung transitioned to real estate,
where he became a minority partner
and market analyst for a major commercial real estate company.
Despite his professional success,
something was missing. With his worklife balance skewed heavily toward
work, Jung turned toward God to help
him find a new direction in life.
“I’d been thinking about leaving
for a while,” he says. “I went to a place
called Madonna House, took two weeks
to discern, and decided to quit.”
Leaving just a week before the
firm closed on a multi-million-dollar

property he was set to acquire minority
stake in, Jung’s timing was hardly ideal
from a financial standpoint. But in others ways, including his own happiness
and relationship with God, it was the
perfect time.
“If I’d stayed, it would have been
lucrative,” he says. “But that was something I didn’t want to do.”
Jung was not quite sure what he
wanted to do until 2014, when, after a
return to engineering, a friend pushed
him to further pursue an interest in theology. He started small—taking a few
classes online while working full-time—
but again found his life skewed too far
toward work.
“There were times I was working 80hour work weeks,” he says. “Meanwhile,
my love for theology was going up
while my love for engineering was going
down. It became a pretty easy decision.”
A more difficult decision was
finding a home to study theology.
With generous scholarship offers from
several schools, Jung had no shortage
of options. And, for most of his search,
Franciscan was not one of them—until

some prodding from friends convinced
him to visit Steubenville.
“I went to a lecture by Dr. Jacob
Wood, who just blew open Scripture. It
was the exact kind of biblical theology I
wanted to learn,” he says.
“I went to Mass, and it was so alive,
so vibrant in the Spirit,” he continues. “I
was on the verge of tears and thought, ‘All
right, I think this might be the place.’”
Franciscan has been more than just
“the place” for Jung—the University
helped him grow in every area of his
life. Intellectually, he is ready to start his
doctoral work; personally, he has embraced a sense of community with deep,
lasting friendships; and spiritually, he
has discovered a selflessness in faith that
has brought him something no professional accomplishment could ever fulfill.
“I’m leaving a better person and
better man—more integrated in my
faith and how to live my faith. And,
hopefully, willing to stand for my faith
in a way that’s more efficacious than
I have in the past and willing to give
myself to the faith for love of the Lord
and for others.” n
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The

Work

of

Our H
Five Franciscan Alumni Reflect
on Their Work as Artists

B

By Emily Stimpson Chapman

eauty is a window through which we
see God, and for 2,000 years, Catholic
men and women have created works of
beauty to help us see him more clearly.

Brian Sizemore

In recent years, a growing number of Franciscan University
alumni have become a par t of that tradition—fashioning
sculptures and painting images that illuminate God and all
he created.
These ar tists didn’t master their craft at Franciscan. Although
some did take the ar t classes offered here, all came to the University already loving ar t and then continued on to ar t schools
after they graduated. But here, in a sense, they did hone the
ideas that underlie their craft, coming to see truth, beauty,
and goodness more clearly during their time on campus and
learning how to let that vision inform the work they do.
Franciscan is proud of what these alumni ar tists are creating.
And, in this issue of Franciscan Magazine, we want to share
some of those creations with you.
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Hands

Robert Villamagna ’89

Robert Villamagna (1989)
Major   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mental Health and
Human Services
Studied  .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Art Therapy

Wright State University
(1990-1991)

Resides

 .  .  .  .  .  .

Wheeling, West Virginia

Media  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Found objects
and material

“Growing up and working around steel, I felt drawn
to metal — how it oxidizes and changes colors.”

On finding success in the art world . . .
“I was interested in art ever since I was a toddler. My parents took me to
the Carnegie Museum when we would come into Pittsburgh. Even at age
4 or 5, I was really moved by it. One time, when we came home, I drew the
knights in armor we had seen there. When I showed it to my dad, he said,
‘That looks like what we saw.’ That stuck with me. I never
stopped drawing after that. Decades later, in 1999 or 2000, I
had a piece in a show at the Carnegie Museum for the first
time. When I went to see the work in that museum, it was
like coming full circle. When I was a kid, that museum was
my Disneyland. To have my piece hanging in there, on its own
wall, blew my mind. Then, a couple years back, I didn’t even
believe it when I got a call telling me I’d been named West
Virginia’s Artist of the Year for 2016-2017. I didn’t think the
call was legitimate at first.”

Rebecca Kiger

On persistence . . .

Robert Villamagna ’89 at work in his studio.

“After high school, I wanted to go to art school, but I didn’t
have the money. I ended up being drafted and joined the Air
Force. After my military duty, I didn’t want to come back to
the area because I was afraid I would end up in the steel mill.
And that’s what happened. I was there for 13 years. I finally
walked out of the mill in 1986 and ended up coming to Franciscan as a 38-year-old freshman. There, a group called the
Gemelli Society brought in an art therapist to talk about his
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Robert Villamagna – continued
work. The talk knocked my socks off. And so
off I went to Wright State to study art therapy
after I graduated. After that, I worked in art
therapy for several years before taking a position teaching art at West Liberty University.
I finally retired this past January after 22 years.
One of the wonderful things about falling into that
teaching position was I had summers to work in the studio and
build up a body of work for the rest of the year.”

On working with found objects . . .
Rebecca Kiger

“For years, I worked primarily in watercolors. I had always been
drawn, though, to found materials—to rusted bottle caps, glass, old
signs, etc., but I wasn’t sure how I could use them in my art. They
just ended up in boxes. Then one day, in a used book store, I saw a
“Where’s the Beef?”

Carl Fougerousse ’98
“Being a part of carrying the torch of the Western
tradition of sacred art is a huge honor and a daunting task.”
Carl Fougerousse (1998)
Major   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Philosophy
Studied  .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

The New York
Academy of Art
(2002-2004)

Resides

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Savannah, Georgia

Media  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Stained glass, sculpture,
painting, mosaics

On his favorite projects . . .
“In many respects, the best thing I’ve ever done is a large bronze crucifix—18 feet tall—for a parish in Jacksonville. It was my first major sculpture
commission. For 10 months, it was the only thing I worked on, which allowed me explore it on a deeper level. Another important project was a major
renovation of a church in Independence, Missouri. That was a project done
in phases, as it included a lot of different art. I designed architectural elements in the sanctuary—a
baldacchino, ambo, and altar—and decorated the
inside of the church with a new color scheme,
stenciling patterns, tile flooring pattern, 25 mosaics, and a 25-foot by 40-foot figurative mural.”

Red Fern Fine Arts Studio

On what inspires his artistic vision . . .

“Christ Crucified”
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“My dad was the first director of Franciscan’s
Austria Program and the University of Dallas’
Rome Program, so I spent most of my childhood
and high school years in Rome, Gaming, and
Lichtenstein. When I was 13 or 14, we went back
to Dallas for a visit and I remember how shocking

“Robin Hood at Fort Apache”

book called The Art of Assemblage. I loved it. Growing
up and working around steel, I felt drawn to metal—
how it oxidizes and changes colors. Even though I felt
stifled in the mill, being around that steel got it into
me. The whole scope of the mill in this valley, which
depended on steel and glass, attracted me to
this work.”

Rebecca Kiger

robertvillamagna.com

“Meat #3”

it was. I thought the whole world looked like Rome. Going
through the Vatican all the time, going to churches in Rome
for Mass—that has a way of seeping into you. It forms you.
So, when I went to make art, it didn’t occur to me to do anything other than be a part of that tradition.”

On why he does it . . .

redfernfineartstudio.com

Red Fern Fine Arts Studio

“I loved philosophy, but sitting and pondering ideas was too
static for me. Art is active. It engages you on so many levels.
There’s an intellectual component, because you’re thinking
about things. There’s also an aesthetic component, a spiritual
component, a physical component, and an emotional component. That’s what has kept me interested in it for so long. The
history of Catholic art is also so inspiring. It’s an infinite treasure trove chronicling how beauty has been brought forth into
the world and how people have mastered the techniques that
contribute to making that possible. You can study that endlessly. Being a part of carrying the torch of the Western tradition
of sacred art is a huge honor and a daunting task.”
Carl Fougerousse ’98 painting a mural as part of a major
renovation of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Independence, Missouri.
Franciscan
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Emily Holman Morris ’09
“There’s something about the human face
that transports you somewhere else.”

Emily Holman Morris (2009)
Major   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  English Literature
Studied  .

On faith and art . . .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Academy

of Art
Art University,
San Francisco
(2010-2013)

“My faith tells me there is truth, beauty, and goodness, and that influences everything I do. It helps me understand the role of art; if it’s not
about bringing truth and beauty into the world, what is it for? Also, the
idea that there is an objective truth is fundamental. If you don’t have that,
you have nothing else. When I was in college, I spent a summer taking
classes at the Art Institute of Chicago. I didn’t learn what I was hoping to
learn. They didn’t talk about the fact that some art is better than others.
They taught that there was no good art or beautiful art or ugly art. It was
all up in the air. I hated it. My affinity for realism is almost a reaction to the
ugly post-modern art I see daily.”

Resides

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dallas, Texas

Medium  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Primarily in oils

On portrait painting . . .
“There’s something about the human face that transports you somewhere else. In a certain sense, through the face, you can see someone’s soul.
All beauty can transport you, but the human person can bring you closer to
God in a way nothing else can.”

On art and motherhood . . .

Rebecca Fougerousse

“After we had our son, I tried to not paint for a little while. I tried to put
it out of my focus. But it kept bothering me every day. It’s like there was
something inside me, saying, ‘You should be doing this.’ It’s hard to find
the balance between being a mom and an artist. If you’re a creative person,
however, you have this spark within you that you need to satisfy. You have to
create order out of chaos. It’s necessary to who you are.”

emilyholmanmorris.weebly.com

“The Bracelet”
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“Claire”

“Covenant”

“The Storm”

Eve Palguta ’15
“I have an obsession
with observation.”

On how she developed an interest in art . . .
“I have an obsession with observation. When I was a child, I would go
outside and try to record everything I saw, but my spelling was terrible,
so I ended up drawing. I needed a way to record everything I was seeing
and learning about: people, emotions, and stories.”

Eve Palguta (2015)
Major   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Humanities and
Catholic Culture
Studied  .

The New York
Academy of Art

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

(2015-2017)

Resides

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Brooklyn, New York

Media  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sculpture,
ceramics, and oils

On faith and art . . .
“My faith shapes the way I view the world. I don’t primarily do sacred art.
I don’t necessarily use religious imagery as a way of evangelization. Rather, I
want my work to spur people to think about things and inspire people to use
their imagination. The sculpture I did for my thesis piece in art school is a
good example of this . . . although it was focused on a sacred subject. It was a
depiction of Adam and Eve, but the focus was on conveying the idea that the
human person was created with intention and purpose. I wanted
to represent that and the idea of the spiritual becoming physical.”

On working as a sculptor . . .
“Prior to graduate school, I primarily focused on painting
and drawing. But the truth is, I have no attention span for it. I
get very bored. I took a sculpture course, however, in the second
year of grad school, and I was hooked. It’s so complex. You have
to think about how something will look from every angle. Now,
I work with a team of artists in New York, making sculptures for
a gallery owner. I have a lot to learn, so it’s been a great experience that way. My hope is that I will end up teaching art. That
will allow me to pass on what I love, while also leaving me free
to make what is speaking to my heart.”

forgetmenotfineart.com

Top: “Regrets of a Broken Heart”
Bottom: “The Seventh Sorrow”

Detail of the sculpture: “Adam and Eve”
Franciscan
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Blair (Gordy ’15) Piras
“Art makes possible the
contemplation of reality.”

On her year as the first “Artist in Residence” . . .
“Linus Meldrum, assistant professor of fine arts, developed the program to help fill the need of having a trained
artist on campus who could offer classes for students,
while also putting on events, engaging the community, and
getting the students excited about art. They’ve given me a
studio in Assisi Heights, where I can work, and I also teach
classes. This semester, I’m teaching three. Last semester,
I taught two. I also put on an exhibition in April, where I
showed my work and did a presentation on opening night.
It’s a one-year program, and I’m the first person to participate in it.”

Blair (Gordy) Piras (2015)
Major   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Humanities and
Catholic Culture
Studied  .

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Sacred Art School
Florence, Italy
(2015-2017)

Resides

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Steubenville, Ohio

Medium  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Oils

On learning to make sacred art . . .
“Art in general has always been something I was drawn
to. It was a way to give form to my ideas and experiences.
In high school, it was more of a self-centered experience.
As I grew and was introduced to good sacred art, however,
I developed a hunger to create it. And as my relationship
with God deepened and I sought to convey certain doctrines or theological mysteries, I realized I didn’t have the
necessary tools to do that well. Conveying sacred truths and
mysteries demands a lot because you’re not just creating for
yourself or your own interpretation. That led me to choose
the Sacred Art School in Florence. It is an art school based
on John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, focused on working from life and committed to training artists to work for
the Church. It teaches a more classical academic technique
and seeks to perpetuate the Catholic tradition of the arts.”

On working as a Catholic artist . . .

BlairBarlowArt.com
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Brian Sizemore

“Art makes possible the contemplation of reality. Faith
is such a wellspring of tradition and knowledge. It gives
you a whole way of looking at reality that allows you to go
deeper and interpret everything you see in light of it. But,
in turn, it requires making more time for contemplation
and allowing God to speak to you through Scripture,
secular art, and nature.”
Blair (Gordy ’15) Piras in her Assisi Heights studio drawing a self-portrait.

Brian Sizemore

“Agnus Dei”

Created

O

ne day, Cory Heimann ’10, founder of the design and video production
company Likable Art, opened his Bible and read the first five words in
the Book of Genesis. He’d opened that Bible countless times before.
He’d read those first five words countless times. But this time, they struck him anew:
“In the beginning, God created . . .”
“Those words reminded me that every time we make something, we share in
God’s work,” Heimann explains. “That’s a big responsibility. Those words also got
me to wondering, if those are God’s first five words, what are other artists’ first
five words?”
So, he asked.
Last year, Heimann reached out to dozens of his favorite Catholic artists—
writers, musicians, designers, animators, producers, and more. He asked them to
share their “first five words to the world of artists” and write a brief meditation on
those words.
Originally, Heimann planned to collect the responses in a small e-booklet, but as
the responses came pouring in, the plan changed.
“I decided I needed to respect the content and do it right,” he says.
Doing it right became a beautifully designed, 138-page published book, filled
with illustrations, photographs, and nuggets of wisdom from the likes of writer
and speaker Bishop Robert Barron, Disney artist Fabi Garza, painter Margherita
Gallucci, singer/songwriter Mike Mangionne, and many others. Also numbered
among the book’s 62 contributors are Franciscan Communication Arts Department
professors Dr. Eugene Gan and Andy Bonjour and numerous Franciscan alumni,
including Kevin Heider ’07, Alanna Boudreau ’13, Edmund Mitchell ’11, Eric
Groth MA ’93, and Heimann’s wife, Marie (Lussier ’10).
“I want faithful artists to know they aren’t alone,”
Heimann says of the book’s purpose.
“Sometimes, you can feel too artsy
for your Catholic friends
and too Catholic for
your artsy friends.
But artists have a
home in the Catholic
Church, and as artists,
it’s important we don’t
abandon showing the beauty
of Christ and the Church.”

“Our Lady of Mount Carmel”
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Bringing

St.
Paul
to the Screen

B

By Adam Nettina Photos by Rosemary Stefanick

eing a Christian
in Hollywood
isn’t easy. Being

a practicing Catholic who receives the Eucharist each day
and stars in leading roles that
promote biblical figures and
themes? You might say that’s
close to impossible—that is, if
it weren’t for God and the
Raymond Arroyo, Jim Caviezel, Eric Groth MA ’93,
and Dr. Scott Hahn discuss Paul, Apostle of Christ.
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success of actor Jim Caviezel.

Along with EWTN host Raymond
Arroyo and executive producer Eric
Groth MA ’93, Caviezel visited Franciscan University in March for a panel
discussion about his new movie Paul,
Apostle of Christ. With more than 1,500
hundred students, faculty, staff, and
members of the community in attendance, the panel (which included Franciscan’s own Dr. Scott Hahn) shared
clips from the movie and discussed how
the life and writings of St. Paul have
special relevance in today’s world.
“It’s an amazing story that’s so contemporary for today because you have
this man who was the father of persecution of the Church—a first-century
terrorist in so many ways,” said Groth,
who earned his MA in counseling from
Franciscan. “Many times, you wonder
if people can change, or if I can change
and become different, yet Saul was so
worth it to God that God was going to
use him and shift him from being the

“

The most important thing
is that when people come
to a movie like this they

fall in love with

Christ .”

greatest persecutor to the most prolific
writer of the New Testament—and the
most important promulgator of the
Christian faith.”
Best known for his portrayal of
Christ in Mel Gibson’s 2004 movie The
Passion of the Christ, Caviezel’s intimate
and devout practice of his Catholic faith
is well documented. Yet, with a résumé
that includes roles on the television
drama Person of Interest and the Oscar-nominated war film, The Thin Red
Line, Caviezel doesn’t only take on
religious roles. He said his attraction to
playing St. Luke in Paul was based on a
script that has broad appeal and powerful characters.
“I get a lot of scripts across my
desk, and this was just really good—the
material was powerful,” said Caviezel.
“I love how Andrew Hyatt, the director and writer, took the material and
weaved Paul’s writing into the script in
the lyrical form without pounding you
over the head. I felt that was going to
play really well with all audiences, including secular. I ask the question, ‘Can
you make a great film?’ And this one is.”
Both Groth and Caviezel praised
the humanity in Hyatt’s script, saying
the dialogue, scenes, and interactions
of the characters remind us that we’re
called to sainthood in the same way the
early Church fathers were. And, even
though he plays Luke, who in the film
visits Paul in Rome during the persecution under Nero, Caviezel’s greatest

Actor Jim Caviezel on stage at Franciscan.

hope is that people leave the theatre
with a yearning for Christ.
“The most important thing is that
when people come to a movie like
this they fall in love with Christ, even
though I’m not playing him,” he said.

“Live Your Faith”

Caviezel didn’t mince words when
it comes to giving advice for aspiring
Catholic actors: “In whatever you do,
you have to be great at what you do.”
For Caviezel, that means intense
study of the script, diagnosing the
writer’s conception of a film, and
asking critical questions about how the
characters will come off to audiences
and how the scenes will come together during filming. Twenty years ago,
he said, actor Sean Penn helped him
identify flaws and strengths in scripts
so he’s now able to be selective about
the roles he chooses. Those roles, he
said, must include an element of moral
redemption—an arc he’s able to portray
authentically and powerfully thanks to
his spiritual preparation.
“For the execution a story needs
spiritually, I go to Mass every day,” he
said. “I take the Eucharist. It’s daunting, but the Eucharist tangibly gets
in my DNA and gets in my heart. At
that point, to stay in the zone, I pray
the Rosary.”
That devotion to the Rosary was a
major factor in helping Caviezel take on
Christ’s suffering in The Passion. Aside
from the physical toll of filming the

violent scenes, Caviezel was struck by
lightning and battled pneumonia during
production, events that only increased
his belief that God wanted him to play
the part of Christ.
Similarly, God’s plan for each one
of us, Groth said, is something we can
grow to understand when we develop an
authentic relationship with Christ and
seek excellence in everything we do.
“You couldn’t have told me 10 years
ago I’d have the privilege to make
feature films and be on this project,”
Groth said. “You can’t plan that, but
you can say, ‘Lord, my life is yours,’
and seek to do everything with excellence. We need really hard-working
Catholics in all fields of life, in all
professions out there. We need to do
our craft with excellence.”
It begins with excellence. It continues with an understanding of truth,
goodness, and beauty. But what really sets an actor like Caviezel apart is
faith—faith that even in one of the
most antagonistic work environments
for a believer, God is still in control.
“Live your faith. God will guide
you to where you’re supposed to go,”
Caviezel said. “Nobody could prevent
me from what I was going to do in this
industry. But once I decided what I was
going to do, I stuck to it.” n
To watch the full Paul, Apostle
of Christ panel discussion, visit
https://weare.franciscan.university/
paulmoviediscussion.
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Secrets to Success
Making a Pilgrimage
By Emily Stimpson Chapman

F

or more than a decade, John
Magee ’00 kept things running
smoothly at Franciscan University, first as director of Chapel Ministries, then as director of the former
Rome Program, and lastly as an Academic Affairs officer. Five years ago, however,
Magee went west to launch RTI Journeys (rtijourneys.com), a religious travel
division within a secular travel company.
Since then, he has taken thousands
of Catholics to holy sites across the
country and around the world. Here
are his secrets to embarking on a
successful pilgrimage.

1. Don’t confuse pilgrimages
with vacations.

A vacation is something you do
because you want to get away from
life and relax. A pilgrimage, however,
is different.
“A pilgrimage is a calling,” says Magee. “People should feel called by God
to go on a pilgrimage. That call may
come because they need to get away
from a situation at home, renew their
spiritual life, or fulfill a special devotion,
but it always starts with a call.”

2. Pick your pilgrimage
group wisely.

If you decide to go on pilgrimage
with a touring company, Magee says,
“make sure you go with a company that
has prayer and an encounter with the
spiritual at the crux of why they exist.”
First and foremost, this means the
company should have a good priest
and spiritual guide on board.
“Without a good spiritual guide, it
can turn quickly into a vacation,” Magee
explains.
Also, opt for smaller groups over
larger groups, and look closely at the
schedule to make sure there’s plenty of
time along the way to pray.
“One bus is great,” says Magee.
“More than that makes it difficult to
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take time to pray at each site and get
to know people.”
Lastly, pick a company that is well
connected on the ground and can get
you access to restricted sites.
“As a bigger company, we can
get into things that normally people
wouldn’t be able to do,” he explains,
“like a dinner in the Library of Celsus
in Ephesus or a private tour of the Last
Supper in Milan.”

3. Focus.

If you’re planning your own pilgrimage or traveling with friends, Magee
advises, “pick a theme and build a
pilgrimage around it.
“The Eternal City is the Eternal City
for a reason,” he continues. “There’s no
way you can take it all in. So research
and have a good idea of what you want
to do.”
Likewise, he adds, “Limit your
schedule to doing four to five major
things a day . . . depending on time of
year. Pace yourself depending on the
climate and culture. If not, you’ll forget
what you’ve seen. You’re not going on a
pilgrimage to tick sites off a list. If a pilgrimage is a true pilgrimage, it gives you
enough time to visit places and have a
spiritual encounter.”

Some of that fruit comes from
looking at pictures. Other fruit comes
from talking with your former traveling
companions about spiritual insights,
life changes, and, especially, answered
prayers.
Magee says, “When people go on
pilgrimages, they’re often entrusted
with prayer requests from family members, and after they return home, they’ll
discover that they were at a particular
place when that prayer was answered.
In Lourdes, for example, there was a
guy whose niece had severe endometriosis. At the exact time he went into
the baths, she was cured. Stories like
that are amazing for evangelizing friends
and family when you return.” n

4. Take photos.

“Photographs are wonderful because they can spur on memories
after you’re home,” says Magee. “They
can be a very important part of
unwrapping what was given to you on
pilgrimage. Some people, however, go
over board and come back with 3,0004,000 photos. You need to make sure
you’re taking time to pray and actually
experience what you’re seeing, not just
photograph it.”

5. Have (or go to) a
pilgrimage reunion.

“A lot of the fruit from a pilgrimage
only becomes evident when you get
home and start ‘unpacking’ the spiritual
fruits,” says Magee.

John Magee ’00

Graule Studios

The Dean’s List

O

ur world is undoubtedly broken and fallen. It has turned
away from Our Lord and has
great need of leaders. But not just any
leaders. We need those with the courage
to reject the narcissism and relativism of
our age and lead us back to Christ. To
prepare more such leaders in service of
the Church and the world, Franciscan
University will soon introduce an online
Master in Catholic Leadership.
The first track, scheduled to start
next year in June 2019, helps those
seeking to advance to positions of
leadership in the educational profession at all levels, from elementary
to university. Subsequent tracks will
follow for those seeking leadership
in nonprofit organizations and in a
variety of health care professions.
But what is leadership? How does
it differ from having power? And, how
might Catholic leadership differ from
other forms of leadership?
In his Pulitzer Prize-winning study
of leadership, James MacGregor Burns
differentiates between “transactional”
and “transforming” leadership. Transactional leaders motivate their followers
by providing benefits their followers
seek, such as financial compensation, in
exchange for the actions of the followers. Transactional leaders are largely
unconcerned with the followers beyond
their continued behavior.
Conversely, a transforming leader
“looks for potential motives in followers,

Leadership From a
Catholic Perspective
Dr. Daniel R. Kempton

seeks to satisfy higher needs, and
engages the full person of the follower”
(Leadership, p. 6). Burns says transforming leadership can turn into “moral
leadership” when leadership focuses
on “the fundamental wants and needs,
aspirations, and values of the followers.”
He distinguishes moral leadership from
power holding by whether the leader
seeks to fulfill the leader’s own motives
or those of the followers.
But his concept of moral leadership
falls far short of Catholic teaching.
Leadership focused on the aspirations
and values of the followers irrespective
of their objective nature is democratic but not necessarily moral. If one’s
followers, for example, seek the creation
of a racist homeland or advocate the
destruction of innocent lives, one isn’t
a moral leader when enabling their
aspirations.
From a Catholic perspective, objectively good actions are most moral when
voluntary. Forcing people to give to the
poor is less moral than persuading them
to do so out of love. While the impact
on one’s bank account may be the same,
the moral gains in the latter are far
greater, as it entails personal conversion.
Truly moral leadership not only
fulfills the aspirations and values of
the followers; it first transforms those
aspirations and values. It teaches the
followers to conform their aspirations
to the will of Our Lord. Only when the
aspirations and values of one’s followers

conform to the true and the good
should Catholic leaders enable and
inspire their followers.
Those of us called to leadership may
well feel unqualified. But as St. Paul
tells us in First Corinthians, “God chose
the lowly and despised of the world,
those who count for nothing, to reduce
to nothing those who are something,
so that no human being might boast
before God” (1 Cor. 1:28-29). Our call
to leadership doesn’t presume our having special talents or abilities. Instead,
it presumes our obligation to let Christ
work through us.
A Christian call to leadership is a
call to service. “Whoever wishes to be
great among you shall be your servant;
whoever wishes to be first among you
shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of
Man did not come to be served but to
serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many’” (Matt. 20:26-28).
Ultimately, being Catholic, and being
a leader, means conforming ourselves
to Christ’s will and teaching. But take
heart, we are following in the footsteps
of the greatest leader in history, the
living God. What better example can
we have than Our Lord and Savior,
who started with a dozen fishermen and
tradesmen and transformed our world? n
Dr. Daniel Kempton is a professor of political
science and the chief academic officer at Franciscan University.
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1960s

Ken ’68 and Sue Ann (Feile ’68) Gaherty are
retired and live in Bayfield, Colo., where they
are active in their tiny mission church, St. Bartholomew’s, as lector and extraordinary minister, and Ken also serves on the RCIA team.
They’re active in Lions Club and are coordinators of KidSight, which tests preschool children
for eye diseases. They make several trips back
east each year to visit their grandchildren. Ken
retired after 34 years of teaching math, and
Sue Ann retired as a materials manager for an
electronic company. Ken and Sue say, “We have
been married for 48 years and met the first
day of freshman year in line to register as math
majors at Steubie U.”

1980s

Ken Forbush ’82 lives in Tennessee where he
works for the state of Tennessee as a correctional officer.
John Mihalyo MBA ’83 recently published his
first book, Always Living the Dream, a novel
about a retired man, respected by all, who lives
his life by the 4 F’s: Faith, Family, Friends, and
Fun. It can be found online as an e-book and in
paperback. A portion of sales will be donated
to pancreatic and breast cancer research.
Fred Vella ’83 addressed the Pennsylvania PTA
last October on the topic of fathers being involved in their children’s education.
Father Paul Jerome Keller, OP, STD ’87 is an
associate professor of sacramental theology at
the Athenaeum of Ohio where he has taught
for nearly eight years. He was recently honored as one of the year’s outstanding teachers
by the Greater Cincinnati Consortium of Colleges and Universities at their annual Celebration of Teaching luncheon.
Mary Ann (Trainer ’88) Homic was recently
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named vice president/senior SBA business
development officer for First Commonwealth Bank.

1990s

Kim (Kellaher ’91) Beatty lives in Galway, N.Y.,
with her husband, Chad, their 13-year-old son
Keegan, their dog Skye, 10 hens, and a rooster.
They own the local newspaper, Saratoga TODAY, in Saratoga Springs. Kim says, “I’m blessed
to have a local Regina Caeli Academy hybrid
homeschool program in my area and am loving
homeschooling my son through this program!
I spent many years as coordinator of religious
education for my parish, but gave it up when I
began homeschooling four years ago.”
Katherine O’Brien MA ’91 published Every
Catholic’s Guide to College: The 315 Best U.S.
Colleges & Universities for Practicing Catholics in
the summer of 2017, and was a speaker at the
2017 National Catholic Youth Conference last
November. Katherine says, “You can reach me
at KOB@CelticCollegeConsultants.com.”
Last August, Jason Negri ’92 MSE ’96, Paulette
(Meyers ’94) Lapas, Vilius Lapas ’96, Samantha
(Browner ’94) Negri, Sister Ave Maria (Maura) Hayes ’96, and Jennifer Browner ’91 met
up for a mini alumni reunion. :
Heather (Prush ’96) Perry has lived in the
Washington, D.C., area for 20 years with her
husband, Doug, and their five children. In 2017,
she founded Ad Gentes Mission, a new nonprofit initiative in Steubenville that mobilizes
young men and women called to foreign and
domestic missionary work.
Kathleen McCann ’97 and Joseph Scaturro
were married February 3, 2018, at St. Peter
Catholic Church in Steubenville. They work in
Washington, D.C., where Kathleen is a research

editor at the Heritage Foundation, and Joseph
is counsel for Judicial Crisis Network.
Andrew ’98 and Julia (Manahan ’98) Klusman
recently relocated their family of seven to the
Greenville/Spartanburg area of South Carolina.
Julia attended the wedding of Marian (Weber
’11) Theis in December 2016, in Michigan, then
hosted Mary (Heier ’99) Hilger and her family
for New Year’s. Tom ’97 and Mimi (Machado
’99) Paulus joined the group, and it became a
mini Regina Angelorum and Lion of Judah reunion. Andrew and Julia welcome visits from
anyone associated with Franciscan and are
happy to host alumni events.
Doug Longstaff ’99 accepted the position of
director of Annual Giving at Benedictine College in Atchison, Kan., in May 2017. He had previously held major gift and alumni relations positions with Benedictine, where he earned his
MBA, and then served for 10 years in finance
management with the BNSF Railway before
returning to Benedictine. Doug and his wife,
Anna (Lebens ’99), have been married for 18
years and live in Topeka with their six children.

2000s

Dr. Maggie Crooks MA ’00 is the new president
at Providence Cristo Rey High School in Indianapolis, Ind. She had previously served the Archdiocese of Detroit as director of the Department of Evangelization, Catechesis, and Schools.
Kevin Brown ’01 is the director of College
Ministry at Benedictine College.
Michael Deem ’03 and his wife, Katerina,
welcomed their fourth child, Lucía Frances,
in December 2017. She joins her happy siblings, Andrew, 7, Elizabeth, 4, and Macrina, 2.
Lucía’s godparents are Michelle (Garriott ’03)
Wright and her husband, William. Michael,

Katerina, and their children live just outside of
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Faith (Hickey ’03) Tripp is serving in her second year as an elementary school principal
and director of ESL in the West Hempstead
Union Free School District in New York. In
October, she received the Educator of Excellence Award at Molloy College in Rockville
Centre, N.Y. Faith enjoys presenting at local
conferences and serving as an adjunct professor of education at Molloy College. She has
also been featured in publications including
Growing a Growth Mindset and Co-Teaching
for English Learners: A Guide to Collaborative
Planning, Instruction, Assessment and Reflection.
Faith and her husband, Daniel, live in West Islip, N.Y., with their two children, Sean, 13, and
Grace, 9.
Michelle (Halfhill) Pease ’04 recently joined
Genesis New Lexington Family Practice, Lexington, Ohio, as a certified midwife.
Father David Jenuine ’06, parochial vicar of
St. Apollinaris Catholic Church in Napa, organized his parish into an ad hoc relief center at
the height of the California fires last October.
Clergy, parishioners, and staff, including youth
minister, Dominic Figueora ’13, all pitched in
to provide food, clothing, and shelter for fire
victims and firefighters. In addition to extra
parish Masses, Father Jenuine said Mass at the
Napa airport for the National Guard. “I don’t
think any of us slept for eight days,” Father Jenuine told Catholic San Francisco. “It was God’s
power that kept us going.”
Lynn Mayer ’06 has come full circle and now
works with NET Ministries. She had previously served as a missionary and team supervisor
with NET from 2006-2009 and as a youth minister for parishes in Missouri and Kansas from
2009-2017.
Casey Stapleton ’07 is a teacher at Serra Catholic High School in Pittsburgh. He and his wife,
Kate, are also musicians who recently released
their album, Ballads and Battles.
Joseph Gryniewicz ’08 MA ’13 and Nathan
Hart ’17 are Benedictine novices at Silverstream Priory. :
Kristina Uhlenkott ’08 married Joe Gervais September 8, 2017, at St. Mark’s Catholic Church
in Seattle. Kristi is an ICU nurse at Harborview
Medical Center, and Joe is a senior account
manager for Leverage Information Systems.
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Joe Alongi

L

ife is more than good, reports Weirton,
West Virginia, native Joe Alongi.
“I’m married to the love of my life, my children are the greatest gift, and I have a wonderful daughter-in-law,” he says. “The Lord’s
Joe Alongi ’75
blessed me.”
Joe’s also grateful for the four years he spent at the College of Steubenville.
“I couldn’t be happier with the education I received there,” he says.
With 12 years of Catholic schooling under his belt, first at St. Joseph the
Worker Grade School then Weirton Madonna High School, Joe wanted to continue his education at a Catholic college. The College of Steubenville fit the bill.
“It had a really strong reputation for accounting, even a national reputation,”
he says.
Chief among his fond memories are classes given by Dr. Ed Kelly and Dr.
John Carrigg and the bonds of brotherhood he gained through Lambda Chi
Alpha.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in accounting from the College in 1975,
Joe worked for 23 years as a certified public accountant and had his own practice the last 7 of those years. In 2000, he was elected Hancock County assessor,
charged with valuing all county property, and is currently serving his fifth term.
“I’m good at it, or no one else wanted the job. Either way, it’s OK with me,”
he says with a laugh.
Named to the University’s Board of Advisors a few years ago, Joe enjoys
being on campus to attend meetings and help welcome students during New
Student Orientation. He also recently reconnected with classmates he hadn’t
seen in 40 years.
“Franciscan’s a terrific place, and it’s nice to be part of it again,” he remarks.
“Everybody’s so pleasant, so joyful—it’s like being in Oz.”
Joe just celebrated 25 years of marriage to his wife, Lucinda, whose father,
the late Louis Serra, taught at the College in the 1960s. They have two children,
son, Casey (daughter-in-law, Jenna), and daughter, Serra.
With Serra a 2017 Franciscan University graduate, the Alongis are now
empty nesters.
“It’s going to take a little time to get used to,” he says, noting that he and his
wife have no trouble staying busy. They volunteer together in the community,
and Joe serves as a lector at St. Joseph the Worker Church. They also enjoy
cooking together.
“I’m taking life as it comes,” Joe remarks.
It’s a good life, indeed. n
Melissa Zifzal writes from Wintersville, Ohio.
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Andrea Thomas

“A

t the end of our lives, we will not
be asked the question if we were
successful. We will be asked if we were
faithful to the gifts and opportunities God
gave us. I think of that question every
Andrea Thomas ’09
day,” says Andrea Thomas ’09.
That question drives Andrea to be faithful in using her gifts as a musician
and entrepreneur.
In 2006, when she was a music major at Belmont University, Andrea landed a role in Veggie Tales Rockin’ Tour Live and spent a semester touring 50 cities.
After the tour ended, she followed a “tug on her heart” and transferred to
Franciscan University, switching her major to theology, finance, and marketing.
“Many people told me that theology and business is an interesting combination, and I totally agree,” says Andrea. “And surprisingly enough, I use both
every single day.”
Although she was no longer majoring in music, she still wanted to sing, so
she founded The Annunciations, a women’s a cappella group that still exists at
Franciscan today.
Following graduation, Andrea worked at the University for several years
and then set off to pursue her gifts as a songwriter, vocalist, and entrepreneur.
She released two solo albums, and made a guest appearance singing on country music superstar Collin Raye’s first hymns album, His Love Remains.
In 2016, Andrea teamed up with several other Catholic artists to record a
worship album for an endeavor they called The Vigil Project (thevigilproject.com).
“We wanted to create art and music just to give back to the Church as a
gift,” she remembers. The group live-recorded their songs and released them
for free online. The response was overwhelming.“Within one month, our videos were viewed in over 100 countries,” says Andrea.
With many invitations to perform in other cities, The Vigil Project began
touring during Advent and Lent. They recently finished their fifth tour.
Along with building her music career, Andrea also used her entrepreneurial
gifts to build a successful wellness business with a company called Arbonne.
“Health and wellness have become another passion of mine,” she says. Like
her music, her business also has an international reach. “It’s incredible to see
the parallel lessons God is teaching me, building two very different organizations from the ground up. At the end of the day for me, it’s about working to
be the best version of myself and then doing the next right thing. Faithfulness
is my job. God does the rest.” n
Maura Roan McKeegan writes from Steubenville, Ohio.
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Jeff ’08 and Janinne (Whiteside ’09) Elsinger just purchased their new home in Dayton,
Ohio, where they live with their three sons,
Dominic, 7, Timothy, 4, and Mathias Theodore
who was born in January. Jeff is happily working
at 3Dplans LLC (3Dplans.com).
Dr. Will Marks ’09 completed his PhD in neuroscience at Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, Va. His work on the effects
of HIV on the central nervous system has received national and international recognition
by the American Society for Neurochemistry
and the International Society for Neurovirology. He has also been invited to speak on his
findings at several major scientific conferences
including the 2018 annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience. Will lives in Dallas and is
working on a project involving the neural circuitry allowing for the perception of time.
Russ ’09 and Candice (Vandeven ’09) Warfield say, “We are living the dream of teaching
religion at the same Catholic high school, Bishop McDevitt, in Harrisburg, Pa.”

2010s

Jeremy MA ’15 and Susan (Grothouse ’13)
Hausotter welcomed their daughter, Sophia
Lauretta, on June 23, 2017, in Pittsburgh, Pa.

In Memoriam

Nicholas Kaschak ’50, a member of the first
College of Steubenville graduating class, died
March 4, 2018.
We recently learned that Cyril “Cy” Moncman
’53 died March 2, 2017.
Ruth (Merrill ’56) McLaughlin died January 28,
2018.
Maureen (Bushlow ’62) Pooler died February
15, 2018.
Stephen Korode ’66 died February 22, 2018.
Joseph Chamberlain ’68, Tau Kappa Epsilon
brother, died November 18, 2017.
Ted Hamilton ’68, Alpha Phi Delta brother, died
in March 2018.
Victor “Voyo”Torbica ’69 died January 12, 2018.
Phyllis Leasure ’70 died February 14, 2018.
Bob Salzano ’70, Tau Kappa Epsilon brother,
died January 7, 2018, following a courageous
battle with cancer.
We recently learned that Mary Staub ’71, Delta
Zeta sister, died March 28, 2017.
Dr. George Creegan ’75 died January 12, 2018,
following a long illness.
Matt Daly ’77, Lambda Chi Alpha brother, died

January 14, 2018, following a courageous battle
with lung cancer.
We recently learned that Larry Foltz ’78 died
April 28, 2014.
Bishop Joseph Danlami Bagobiri MA ’88 of the
Kafanchan Diocese, Nigeria, died February 27,
2018, after a lingering kidney illness.
Jeanne (Cobb ’95) Stephens died November
15, 2017, following a courageous battle with
cancer.
Steven Jiencke ’03 died unexpectedly March
2, 2018.
Maria Halliday ’07 died November 29, 2017.
Dr. Mary DeAngelis, retired long-time faculty
member and past chair of the MA Counseling
Department, died March 1, 2018. n

Photo Gallery

Benedictine novices Joseph Gryniewicz ’08 MA ’13
and Nathan Hart ’17

August 2017 mini-reunion organized by Jason ’92
MSE ’ 96 and Samantha (Browner ’94) Negri
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Chris Irvin Jr.

B

orn and raised in Steubenville, Chris (CJ)
Irvin Jr. wasn’t sure he wanted to stay in
town for four years of college. What convinced Chris Irvin ’16
him was the positive influence of core team
members in his youth group and his participation in Franciscan LEAD, a weeklong leadership program held prior to Steubenville Youth Conferences that’s
focused on leadership, evangelization, and discipleship.
“I spent a week on campus, and Franciscan really started to feel like
home,” he says.
That CJ felt at home at Franciscan may not be too surprising: It’s where his
parents, Chris Sr. ’90, who serves on the University’s Board of Trustees, and Joy
(Morris ’91 MSN ’10) found love.
“They met outside the cafeteria—it was so romantic,” CJ jokes.
CJ’s sister, Katie, will graduate in May, and brother, Michael, will attend the
University in the fall. Many cousins, aunts, and uncles, including Fox News contributor Father Jonathan Morris, have attended Franciscan University as well,
and CJ’s grandfather, Dr. John Irvin ’58, is a trustee emeritus.
Involved in Enactus, the Center for Leadership, homeless ministry, the
Bronx mission trip, and more, CJ says his experience with his household,
Guardians of the Divine Will, was especially valuable.
“I learned to love people where they’re at, and I’ve taken that with me
everywhere I go,” he says.
The summer before his senior year, CJ, a business management major, interned at a hotel in Cape May, New Jersey, and was offered a job following graduation. “It was a great start, and I learned a lot,” he says, but the work schedule
and distance from home made it difficult to spend time with loved ones.
Through a friend, CJ heard about the vibrant Catholic community in Arlington, Virginia, and he soon landed a job with the Diocese of Arlington as its
information technology office administrator.
Not only is Arlington home to an inviting Catholic community, it’s also
jam-packed with Franciscan University alumni. In a recent story that featured
CJ, The Arlington Catholic Herald dubbed the diocese “Little Steubenville” for its
estimated 700-800 alumni who live in the Washington, D.C., area.
“I’d say 75 percent of the friends I’ve made here came from Franciscan
University,” he says.
CJ is teaching a religious education class through the diocese and preparing
to become an extraordinary minister of holy Communion in his home parish.
He also enjoys all the D.C. area has to offer, including museums, restaurants,
and hiking trails.
In “Little Steubenville,” CJ again feels right at home. n
Melissa Zifzal writes from Wintersville, Ohio.
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Witness
TO A MIRACLE
Retiring Vice President David Skiviat
Sees God’s Handiwork in the Numbers
By Tom Sofio Photo by Brian Sizemore
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I

f you’re going to be a successful business leader, it’s good
to know the inner workings of an organization, how all
the parts fit together.
It’s a lesson David Skiviat ’78 first learned as a scrawny
seventh grader while doing chores at a service station near his
working-class Meadowlands, Pennsylvania, home.
After high school, Dave worked as a mechanic and boasts,
with a sheepish grin, that he could take apart a Chevy transmission blindfolded.
Working with cars gave Dave a strong work ethic and a knack
for seeing things from the inside out—foundational skills for
what became a 40-year career at Franciscan University of Steubenville, including 25 as vice president of Finance.
Dave retired from Franciscan University this past March.
It was under his financial guidance that the University added
four new residence halls and SS. Cosmas and Damian Science
Hall, renovated virtually all other campus buildings, expanded
the Austria Program, grew the endowment five-fold, and perhaps
most importantly, supported numerous new academic programs
and evangelistic outreaches, as enrollment steadily grew.
During his final months on the job, Dave repeatedly told
University President Father Sean O. Sheridan, TOR, “I have
been a witness to a miracle!”
His own arrival as a transfer student in 1976 is the first of
those miracles.
After a short stint as a car mechanic, Dave enrolled in a
community college and joined a small parish prayer group that
was sponsoring a pilgrimage to Rome. Dave, who had never
traveled more than 100 miles from home, went along.
There, in the Eternal City, he heard Father Michael Scanlan,
TOR, preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A year later, he enrolled
at the College of Steubenville.
Enrollment was still declining back then, and Dave remembers that with only 190 resident students on campus, it was easy
to get a private room. Still, “the transformation,” as he calls it, was
well underway, with St. Thomas More in use as a renewal center
and households taking root as the heart of campus life.
After graduating in 1978 with a degree in business management and just a few credits shy of an accounting degree, Dave
began work at the College, first as an admissions counselor, then
assistant director of Financial Aid, director of Admissions, and by
1982, as executive director of Student Services.
With each new assignment, Dave learned more about what
makes a college work.
By the time he assumed the role of VP of Finance in 1993, he
had worked in or with just about every campus operation and was
ready to take over the fiscal management of the University.
“I viewed what I did as a ministry,” Dave says. “Most people
don’t think of finance or administration as a ministry, but not
everybody tends to the poor; somebody has to tend to the house
and wrestle with fiscal management issues.”
All new projects that required financial oversight flowed
through Dave’s office.

“Most people joke that I liked to say no. The truth is I loved
to say yes to new initiatives. I looked at my role as that of an
investor—looking for impact and a return on the investment that
could be multiplied. Just as we added resources to the Theology
Program or conferences, we now find growth or exponential impact with online programs and the Catechetical Institute.”
While Dave’s hard work and prudence contributed greatly to
the University’s growth, he’s quick to thank God for his help and
says he’s seen “miracles” happen time after time.
One was the providential move in 2000 of the University’s
endowment fund—which had slowly grown to $10 million—into
a temporary cash position. Then the tech bubble burst, and the
University was able to re-invest at a low point in the market. Now
at about $57 million, the endowment is providing more scholarship assistance than ever before.
In the 2000s, the University continued to grow, and the need
for more facilities became acute. Under Dave’s guidance, the
footprint of the campus more than doubled with the purchase of
a nearby golf course, Parkview Circle housing development, and
property along University Boulevard.
In 2016, Dave and others at the University worked diligently to obtain an A rating from Standard and Poor’s Financial
Services, a rarity for a school of Franciscan’s size. The high bond
rating resulted in significant savings for the University.
Two other high points for him were the steady growth of the
Austria Program and the completion of phase one of the Franciscan Square hotel on University Boulevard.
Father Sheridan praises Dave for always “trying to see the
goodness in others,” despite sometimes difficult or stressful circumstances, while former president, Father Terence Henry, TOR,
says Dave was “unflappable—never in a panic mode.”
And while employees may have tired of his quip, “Instead
of what?” when they asked him to fund a new initiative, Dave is
proud that he always maintained a balanced budget.
“We’ve never had everything we wanted,” says Dave. “Yet,
time and time again, I’ve seen what God can do with so few
resources,” a statement that matches his often-said prayer: “God
give us the resources to do what you want us to do.”
Dave says he’s especially grateful to all three presidents he
served under, the unfailing help from his administrative assistant,
Janine Murdock, and the love and support from his wife, Patsy,
and their four now-adult children, especially for the long hours
he put in, often working past midnight to finish reports.
He mused how an artist may paint a picture of Franciscan
University with pastels or watercolors. “I painted the picture of
the University, too, by numbers.”
Dave is plunging into retirement with a To Do list that
includes spending time with his five grandchildren, community
endeavors, and getting back to doing what launched his career
and taught him how things work: the restoration of a vintage
1964 red convertible Ford Mustang that sits in his garage.
After 40 years patiently fostering the restoration of Franciscan
University, Dave should be well prepared for the task. n
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By Emily Stimpson Chapman
Photo by John Novotny

I

A Safe

HOME

n 2011, colleges and universities
across the United States received
a letter from the Department of
Education. The letter—known as a “Dear
Colleague” letter—reminded schools that,
under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, they have an obligation not
only to protect female students from discrimination, but also to provide them with
an educational environment free from all
forms of sexual harassment and violence.
The intention of the letter was good: It
wanted schools to become more pro-active
about ending sexual misconduct. At the
same time, it was a tall order. After all,
how do you eliminate sin?
Nevertheless, in the wake of the letter,
schools rushed to implement new policies
to prevent sexual misconduct. The majority of those policies focused on the idea of
“consent”—teaching students how to ask
for and give clear permission about every
kind of sexual contact, from handholding
to intercourse. Schools also established
educational programs for students and
employees, clarified conduct guidelines,
and created policies that facilitated cultivating a safe environment.
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While Franciscan University has long
had programs and policies in place to
prevent sexual misconduct, Brenan Pergi,
Franciscan University’s vice president of
Human Resources and deputy Title IX/
EEO coordinator, says, “We recognized the
value of both evaluating those programs
and policies and looking for better ways to
communicate them. We also recognized the
importance of doing so in a manner consistent with our Catholic identity.”
With the change in presidential
administrations, much of the federal
direction and guidance on Title IX has
changed. The importance of the issue,
however, has not changed, and seven years
after the first “Dear Colleague” letter,
Franciscan still strives to provide a safe
home for all students on campus, where
everyone’s dignity is respected.

Franciscan University’s
Response

According to John Pizzuti, Franciscan’s Title IX/EEO coordinator and director of Campus Safety and Compliance,
over the past seven years, the University

has reviewed all existing policies and
procedures regarding sexual misconduct,
strengthening or clarifying them when
needed. Franciscan also designed and
implemented new training programs on
the problem for everyone who studies or
works at the University; developed a host
of educational programs for those who
reside on campus; and even established
Memorandums of Understanding (MOU)
with the Steubenville Police Department
and Alive Inc. (a local victims’ advocacy
group) to ensure the consistent reporting
of problems and support for victims.
In total, since 2011, almost two dozen
new programs, designed to ensure the
safety of all students, have gone into effect
at Franciscan. Key staff members have
received comprehensive training in helping victims of sexual misconduct. And the
entire process of reviewing complaints—
from reporting to adjudicating and appealing decisions—has been strengthened
and clarified.
All those changes, however, have been
informed and shaped by the Catholic understanding of human dignity and human
sexuality. For example, the online training

‘‘

We want to offer our students a formation
that calls them to a much higher standard
of respect for themselves and others . . .
sessions regarding sexual misconduct that
Franciscan developed for both students
and employees extensively incorporate
Catholic teaching on the human person
and the gift of sexuality.
Likewise, says Pergi, that same Catholic understanding influences how the
University addresses the issue of consent.
“We didn’t want to create the perception that consent is all that matters or
that as long as you have consent, whatever
you’re doing is OK,” he explains. “We
worked hard to anchor what we say about
consent to the Church’s teachings about
the gift of human sexuality and make
clear that consent isn’t enough; it’s not the
goal. The goal is living a life worthy of a
follower of Jesus Christ.”
Franciscan also sought to go beyond
the requirements of Title IX and give students a formation in wisdom and virtue.
“We don’t want to be the school that
simply fulfills the Title IX requirements
and crosses it off our checklist,” says
Catherine Heck, Franciscan’s assistant
vice president of Student Life and deputy
Title IX/EEO coordinator. “We want to
offer our students a formation that calls
them to a much higher standard of respect
for themselves and others—a standard
that would make Title IX a moot point.”
One of the ways Franciscan now does
this is through an annual Gift of Human
Sexuality Symposium, which addresses
topical questions about love, sex, and the
human person. The most recent symposium, held last September, featured six
speakers, including Dr. Anne Hendershott
on gender dysphoria (or confusion), Dr.
Matthew Breuninger on the Theology
of the Body and personal healing, and
Daniel Mattson on same-sex attraction
and personal identity.
“The goal is to address issues that
people struggle with in terms of living a

chaste life—from pornography to samesex attraction—and help students learn
how to deal with those struggles according
to Catholic teaching,” says Heck.

Further Challenges

At Franciscan University, encouraging students in virtue has always been
the goal, both before and after the 2011
“Dear Colleague” letter.
“We aim to have the Catholic vision
of the human person inform everything
we do here,” says Pergi. “We strive to
recognize the dignity of our brothers and
sisters as images of God, and we want our
students to see each other as a brother or
sister for whom Christ died.
“If you see someone that way, you’re
going to want the best for them,” he continues. “If you see someone that way, you’re
not going to harm them or mistreat them
in any way. If you see someone that way,
you’re not going to do anything to or with
them that jeopardizes their salvation.”
To a remarkable extent, Franciscan
has succeeded in those efforts. It has an
exceptionally healthy campus culture
and comparatively fewer incidents of
sexual misconduct than other schools
its size.
But it’s still not heaven. Original sin
and concupiscence exist on Franciscan’s
campus, just like they do everywhere else,
and the success of the University’s efforts
to prevent sexual misconduct depends,
in large part, on people putting the
formation they receive into practice and
reporting misconduct when someone else
fails to do so.
“We strongly encourage everyone
who experiences or witnesses discrimination, harassment, or sexual misconduct to
come forward,” says Pizzuti. “We’ve built
in numerous provisions to help people

’’

not be afraid to report what they’ve seen
or experienced.”
Nevertheless, says Heck, one of the
biggest obstacles the University faces is
convincing people of that.
“Since we have been more intentional
on the issue, more people are coming
forward when there is a problem, but it’s
definitely not 100 percent,” she explains.
“Sometimes that’s because they don’t
know they can report anonymously. Other times, it’s because they think they’ll
get in trouble. For some students, I think
sometimes embarrassment holds them
back. They can have a sense of guilt and
unfairly blame themselves.”
On that count and others, Heck
believes parents as well as Franciscan have
an important role to play.
“We need parents to be our partners
in this,” she says. “After all, parents are
the first educators of their children. When
they’re 2, we teach them not to cross the
street without holding hands. As they get
older and are exposed to other dangers, we
need to do the same. We need to engage
them in hard conversations about sexuality, their dignity, alcohol, and drugs. We
also need to do that not just in a ‘This is
what the Church says’ kind of way, but
from the perspective that ‘You are created
in the image and likeness of God, and this
is what we want for you.’
“Talk with your child about things
that could happen,” she concludes. “Let
them know they can always call you,
always talk to you. And that if they do
find themselves in difficult circumstances,
there is a support system ready to help
them; they don’t have to be ashamed to
come forward.”
Franciscan University’s Policy on
Discrimination, Harassment, and
Sexual Misconduct is available at
https://bit.ly/2IdZ5GB.
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Making
the
Most
of

A blogging alumni couple offers positive perspectives on home and family.

A

nna Liesemeyer wasn’t
thinking about turning her
blog into a business when she
started it in 2010 after the birth of her
first child.
“It was just a way to have a creative
outlet to practice design skills,” she says,
“but it evolved into more of a home
design/family life blog, which I was
not expecting.”
Eight years and four more children
later, Anna, who attended Franciscan
University from 2003 to 2005, and her
husband, Gabe ’06, have turned a fun
diversion into a thriving enterprise.
The success of inhonorofdesign.com
has allowed Gabe to leave his job in
education to join Anna at home as her
soundboard and focus director, main
photographer, and home project manager. Even better, he is putting his education background to work by overseeing
the studies of their children, who attend
a hybrid model school that combines
classes with home learning.
Besides posts on home design,
travel, parenting, and marriage, readers
of the blog are treated to glimpses of
Liesemeyer family life. Gabriel, Veronica, Max, Rocco, and Azelie regularly
appear in Anna’s take on such topics
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as “If You Bring a Mom a Muffin,”
“Raising Strong-Willed Children,” and
“Holy Grounds” as well as in periodic
updates on the family. Although Gabe
and Anna try to protect their children’s
privacy, both feel strongly about giving
their readers a positive picture of what
raising kids can look like.
“We want to portray an accessible,
good family life,” Gabe says, “and you
can’t do that unless you’re showing kids
to a certain extent.”
Still, the blog retains an emphasis
on home design with plenty of ideas for
updates and DIY projects. That’s often
where Gabe comes in, helping Anna
figure out how to make an idea work
and determine if readers can tackle it
on their own. Although he majored in
theology and history at Franciscan, he
brings to the blog a family background
in woodworking, cabinetry, and problem-solving.
“I’m also involved in a lot of the
creative direction, you could say, but
more so just adding another perspective or sounding board to help guide
content, even though Anna is the main
motivator.”
Whether she’s writing about
motherhood, marriage, packing tips for

family vacations, or home finds, Anna
tries to help readers make the most of
the lives they’ve been given. When she
began her blog a few years after graduating from North Georgia University’s art program, she was a freelance
designer working from home, handling
jobs for a magazine, small business and
corporate clients, and bloggers. She
blogged daily for at least three years
before inhonorofdesign.com became
profitable.
“A lot of times I get the question of
how to grow a blog and start earning
income,” she says. “If I’m being honest,
it’s just a lot of hard work and consistency, and there’s really no taking a
month off.”
As her blog developed into a home
design and family site, Anna says it felt
like a good fit. She reached out to some
bigger online sites and was contacted by
a few.
“Once I had some of those bigbreak partnerships, even though they
were unpaid, I started to grow more
regular visitors and my audience continued to grow. It wasn’t any one particular
week or event, but more a steady stream
of really lucky partnerships that happened. MarthaStewart.com picked up a

‘‘

Our faith

is
what leads
us through

’’

time and again.
story and shared some of the content I’d
developed for them. I had some features
in some magazines. When those things
started to happen, we noticed an increased number of visitors every month
and a lot of new opportunities came in.”
But when the blog really started to
take off, Anna faced a decision about
whether to continue. She and Gabe
were expecting their fifth child, and she
knew she wouldn’t be able to manage
the hours the blog would take and still
be present to her children.
“I was willing to give it up if Gabe
wanted to continue his work.”
As it turned out, her husband also
was coming to a crossroads.
When Gabe asked, “What if we
did this together? What would it look
like?” the Liesemeyers decided to take
a year to consider that possibility. They
set aside some savings and began to
pray about whether this was something
that would be good for their children,
marriage, and business.
“We also took that time to discern
because both of us are really missionoriented people,” Gabe says. “In education, I can have a lot of positive effects
on the students I work with, so part of
it was trying to determine if this was

what God was leading us
to or if it was just
our idea.”
Once they decided to
become business partners, it
took time to set everything
up, but at the end of the
last school year and after
10 years as a theology and
history teacher and school
administrator, Gabe left his
job as dean of students at a
private Catholic academy.
So far, things are going well. Having
Gabe as part of the business has meant
more time together as a family, Anna says.
“When we took the year to consider,” Gabe adds, “we examined what kind
of family structure we wanted . . .
We saw this as an opportunity to put
our family and kids first in terms of the
time we have with them and flexibility.”
For now, they are gauging their
success with the blog in terms of how
they are engaging with readers, mainly
through social media.
“The engagement has grown since
Gabe has come on,” Anna says. “. . . To
me, numbers don’t matter so much, but
more that our content is connecting
with people.”

Through it all, Anna says, she and
Gabe have looked to their Catholic
faith for direction.
“It is our guiding truth that encourages us and sheds light on our path.
There have been so many decisions,
obstacles, doors opened and closed,
and experiences that at times would
have been overwhelming humanly to
get through on our own. Our faith is
what leads us through time and again.
Catholicism gives you a perspective
that there is a loving God very much
alive and at work in our lives and in the
world around us.” n
Judy Roberts writes from Graytown, Ohio.
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The Purpose
W

ork fills our days. At home, in offices, factories, and stores, it occupies us for
the majority of our waking hours. What’s the point of it? Beyond the mortgage, beyond the bills, beyond the little ones waiting to be fed, why do we
have to work? What do we gain from it?
Recently, Franciscan Magazine discussed those questions with Dr. Deborah Savage.
A member of the Franciscan University Board of Trustees, she is also director of the
Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry Program at St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity.
Her dissertation, published in 2008, focused on the relationship of work and the
human person, particularly in the thought of Pope St. John Paul II.
Here’s what she had to say.

Franciscan Magazine: First, let’s define our terms. When John Paul II

talks about work, does he only mean what we do outside the home, between 9 and 5?
Deborah Savage: No. The way he defines work isn’t limited to the
work we do for pay. It includes the work we do in the home and the
yard, as well as whatever we do to earn income. He says anything we
think of as work is work.

FM: So, given that definition, what is the Christian understanding of the purpose of work?
DS: It’s grounded in two things we know about our relationship
with God. First, we’re made in the image of God. And, the God
we worship is a creator. That’s his first act: to create. So, if we’re
made in the image of a God who creates, then somehow we’re
called to image him in the act of creation. We do that not only
in our capacity to bear children, but in the work we engage in
externally to ourselves.
One fact about human existence is that we live in an environment that is not naturally suitable to us. Animals have fur
to keep them warm, long snouts with which they can smell out
prey, and sharp fangs to kill and tear apart food. Human beings
have to cook our food to digest it properly. We have to wear
fur in winter to keep from freezing. So, we’re put on earth as
a reflection of a God who creates, but, as St. Thomas says,
that creative activity is what keeps us alive. It’s an essential
part of who we are.

Leo Munday

FM: You said two things shape our understanding of
work. What’s the second?
DS: That the call to work comes before the fall. In
Genesis 1:28, we hear God give Adam and Eve dominion
over the earth. He says to both man and woman, “Get
busy. Get to work.” John Paul II says this reveals the
call to work as a fundamental dimension
of human existence. It comes when
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By Emily Stimpson Chapman

Adam and Eve are in a state of original
innocence. Work isn’t a punishment for
the fall.

FM: So, given those two foundational beliefs, what is the purpose of work?
DS: It’s part of the means by which
we become more human. It’s part of
who we are as human beings. Insects
don’t work. They’re busy, but they’re not
working in the same way as the human
person is, with purpose and a broader
purpose. Work makes possible an act of
self-transcendence—becoming who I
am meant to be. Which is why we know
somewhat instinctively that we need to
ask our children to perform chores. Unless they learn to work and love it, they
won’t be happy.
FM: What happens to the nature of
work after the fall?
DS: After the fall, it becomes more
of a burden. The man’s punishment
will be to struggle with creation.
What should have come easily to him,
will only be his through struggle and
back-breaking labor. Everything for
man becomes an object to dominate,
struggle with, and master.
FM: Does the coming of Jesus Christ
change the nature of work yet again?
DS: John Paul II talks about this in
Laborem Exercens. He says when work
takes on the meaning it has in the eyes
of God, then it occupies a place alongside the other means of salvation we
have at our disposal. It’s unreasonable to
think we could work out our salvation
with just a daily hour of prayer or Mass
on Sunday or even through receiving
the sacraments. The sacraments are
meant to feed us so we can transform
the temporal order. We have to live out
our faith. And where do we live it out?

In large part, at work. We can’t expect
to meet God if we go to daily Mass,
but then “lie, cheat, and steal” in the
workplace. We forget that God reigns
everywhere, and that wherever I am,
whether it’s at the grocery store, driving, or sitting at a desk, God’s grace is
available to me.
FM: To what extent are we sanctified
by our work?
DS: Christ makes redemption possible; he has redeemed us. But one of the
things John Paul II talks about is how
Christ sanctifies work by virtue of his
own work. He is a carpenter. He works
alongside Joseph all those years. He
sanctifies daily life by being human. So,
he absolutely sanctifies work and makes
it sanctifying for us. But, as John Paul
II points out, for work to take its place
among the other means of sanctification
at our disposal, to have that meaning,
we have to make an effort. He doesn’t
mean we have to work to get to heaven,
but rather that work can become transformative, it can be part of the purification process that prepares us to face the
Father at the moment of death.
So, if we’re faced with an ethical
decision at work or at home and take
the moral route, if we make a personal
sacrifice of fame or fortune in order to
do the right thing, that is purifying. If
I sit down next to a co-worker I cannot
abide, and resist the temptation to get
irritated, that is purifying. If I stay later
because there is a need for help, or if, at
home, I make dinner even though I’m
exhausted, that is purifying. All those
sacrifices are what the Christian is
called to do.
FM: How is this related to John Paul
II’s distinctions between subjective and
objective dimensions of work?

DS: For John Paul II, the objective
dimension of work is that which we
create: a meal, a mowed lawn, a report,
a class we teach, or a widget. It’s all the
external results of our work. But, we forget that in the process of working we not
only create something outside ourselves,
we also create ourselves. If we do a sloppy job, cheat the customer, take shortcuts, refuse the duties of our station, if
we don’t work out of love for the person
we’re serving, we become a certain kind
of person—the kind of person not welcome into the joy of the Master.
FM: Is there a connection between
the work we do and the Eucharist?
DS: Oh yes, very much so. Think of
what the priest says during the offertory: “We offer this bread to you, which
earth has given and which human hands
have made.” In the Mass, we offer our
work back to God, both our objective
work and our subjective work. We offer
what we made, what we accomplished,
and we offer who we became in the last
week or since yesterday. Through the actions we take in our lives, we either get
closer to God or we don’t. That’s part of
our offering, our oblation. It’s not like
there’s just Church on Sunday and work
on Monday. They are part and parcel of
the same thing.
In the Book of Exodus, God says,
“Remember the Sabbath and keep it
holy.” The first part of the instruction
is to remember something. That’s the
secret to bringing my faith into work:
to remember something. It’s to come to
work remembering that I am a Christian, loved by God, and that there are
graces all around me. I can wash in
them as I work on a factory floor or do
the dishes or walk down the hall to a
meeting. But this is our problem: We
forget, and we forget all the time. n
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An Iraqi archbishop shares a message
of courage in the face of persecution.
By Adam Nettina Photos by Kendal Huntsman

T

he first hand to clap came suddenly, even before the silence
between sentences descended on the packed crowd in the
Gentile Gallery. Then another. And another. And, by the time the
gravity of Archbishop Bashar Warda’s courageous words settled within
the Franciscan University students, staff, and faculty, the entire room
resounded with applause.
“In Iraq, we faced an evil that has tried to take everything from us—our homes, our lands,
our lives, and most importantly, our faith,” the archbishop recounted. “But, while they dictated
our homes, lands, and, in many cases, our lives, they never took our faith. Never.”
Nearly four years removed from the Islamic State’s (Daesh) takeover of northern Iraq, and
eight months removed from coalition forces retaking the vital city of Mosul, Archbishop Warda’s
February speech embraced timely Lenten themes such as persecution and suffering—but also
hope, healing, evangelization, and a message of solidarity to Christians around
the world.
“Following more than 1,900 years of existing in Mesopotamia, we Christians in Iraq now
find ourselves on the very edge of extinction,” said Archbishop Warda, who compared Daesh’s
2014 takeover of northern Iraq to the persecution suffered at the hands of the Ottomans over
100 years earlier. “Having survived, thus far, to this point of near finality, we have been granted a
position of clarity and courage that we have perhaps lacked, or at least avoided, up to this day.”
Noting that the Christian population in Iraq—including his own Chaldean Catholic community living on the Nineveh Plain—has been reduced dramatically (analysts estimate nearly
a million Christians have fled Iraq since the United States’ 2003 invasion) Archbishop Warda
emphasized that despite Christianity’s numerical decline in the Middle East, its faithful have
discovered the true treasure of Jesus Christ and built stronger, more authentic faith communities.
“When we looked at what was left, we found out who we are truly. We are Christians,” said
Archbishop Warda. “And the realization of this gave us, and continues to give us, a strength and
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Our FAITH
hope that I believe we would have never
fully experienced had we not faced this
hardship and crisis. In Iraq, now, our
faith is persecuted. But our churches
are full.”
The archbishop, who founded the
Catholic University in Erbil, Iraq,
and who is working with Aid to the
Church in Need USA and Franciscan
University to formalize a scholarship
that will cover the cost of tuition, room,
and board for Middle Eastern students
intent on returning to their country of
origin after graduation, spoke about
the critical mission of Christians in the
Middle East to help the region, and its
people, heal long-fissuring wounds.
“We Christians must not remain
passive, or simply pray for the best,” he
said. “We have a critical role to play, a
role that brings us back to the beginning of our faith. Ours is now a vital
missionary role—to give daily witness
of the teaching of Christ. To show the
truth of Christ that we might provide a
living example to our Muslim neighbors
of a path toward forgiveness, humility,
love, and peace.”
The words were especially bold given the second-class position of Middle
Eastern Christians, who were subject
to a dehumanizing tax—jizya—while
under Islamic caliphate.
Not surprisingly, Archbishop
Warda’s message of living as true
apostles in an age of persecution
resounded with students. Dale Brewer,
a junior from Greenville, Ohio, found
his talk so inspiring that he signed
up to receive more information about
possible missionary opportunities in
the Middle East.
“It was interesting to get the perspective of someone who has lived the

Archbishop Bashar Warda, who founded the Catholic University of Erbil, Iraq, speaks to Franciscan students
about persecution in his home country.

experience,” says Brewer, who studies
theology and philosophy. “Persecution
is part of his everyday life; to hear about
the struggles, and even the triumphs,
that his community goes through was
really powerful and inspirational.”
Brewer was particularly impressed
by the archbishop’s approach to evangelization in the Middle East—a delicate topic that is perhaps best lived out
by the familiar phrase attributed to St.
Francis: “Preach the gospel; use words
if necessary.”
“I think the archbishop really
embodies evangelization,” says Brewer. “Recognizing the problem doesn’t
mean to use the sword of truth and
beat people with it. You have to do it
lovingly—with pastoral care and with
seeking to bring about conversion
through example and love.”
That call to conversion and love
extends beyond the persecution in the
Middle East. Central to Archbishop
Warda’s talk was the idea of solidarity
between all Christians, including those
in the West who face their own form
of persecution.

“Does not the aggressive secularism
in the West seek to persecute us in its
own way?” asked Archbishop Warda.
“If it does, then our experience in Iraq
is that, in some real sense, we should
welcome it. Let it scourge us. Let us
find out who we really are.
“In this, we Christians of Iraq are in
solidarity with you, and we fully give to
you our experience, our pain, and our
prayers,” he added.
More than just offering the Franciscan University community and the
U.S. Catholic population his prayers,
he challenged those in attendance and
watching online to live out their faith in
the way Christ himself speaks.
“He challenged us to prayer, but
more than that he challenged us to
love, to listen, and to turn the other
cheek,” said senior Gabe Gessler. “He
exemplified what it meant to be a
Catholic, which is to be firm and
noncompromising in our beliefs, but
always forgiving and loving others.” n
View Archbishop Warda’s talk at faith
andreason.com/archbishop-warda.
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Prof Profile
David Deptula

Dr. Donald Kissinger

I

n 1981, former Franciscan University President Father Michael
Scanlan, TOR, interviewed Don
Kissinger for a position on the school’s
business faculty. Father Michael’s
words to the New Jersey businessman
confirmed that God wanted Kissinger
in Steubenville. Later that year, he
moved his whole family, including his
oldest son, Donald M. Kissinger, to the
Ohio Valley.
Along with his five siblings,
Kissinger ’89 attended Franciscan
University for his undergraduate education. As a freshman, Kissinger took
a psychology course, which sparked a
lifelong fascination with the human
mind, starting with his own.
“In the beginning, I enjoyed learning how the mind works. It was fascinating to learn why we do what we do,”
he explains. “Then, the more classes I
took, the more I realized I wanted to
help other people in this way.”
Kissinger, one of the first members
of the Lion of Judah Household, also
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Associate Professor of Graduate Counseling
By Emily Stimpson Chapman

discovered he liked something else at
Franciscan. Or, more accurately, someone else: Linda Reynolds ’90. The two
met through a mutual friend, dated for
three years, and married in 1990, right
at the start of Kissinger’s second year
in Franciscan’s Graduate Counseling
Program. A year later, their first (of
five) children was born.
After graduating in 1992, Kissinger
worked as a clinician for several years
before continuing on for his PhD in
counselor education at Kent State.
Over the next decade, he completed his
doctorate and practiced as a counselor.
Finally, in 2006, just one semester after
his father retired, he joined Franciscan’s
counseling faculty.
“I enjoy sharing my passion for counseling and helping the students believe
in themselves—believe they can make a
difference—and learn how to apply what
they’re learning to themselves,” he says
of his time in the classroom.
Along with teaching, Kissinger has
continued his practice as a counselor

for the past 12 years.
“It helps me stay current on what
happens in the field and enhances my
teaching, ” he explains. “Even more
important, I enjoy helping people. I
see this as a vocation, as God’s calling
to me.”
When he’s not in the classroom or
office, Kissinger can be found shuttling
his children to their various sporting
events, although with the three oldest
now grown or at Franciscan, he says his
driving duties are slowly letting up.
“One summer, we had 70 baseball
and softball games in two months, with
3 on one night,” he recalls.
Kissinger is using that newfound
free time to exercise and perfect his
Settlers of Catan skills. “It’s a family
favorite,” he says.
Teaching, of course, still takes
up more time than board games, but
Kissinger is fine with that.
“It’s a great school and a great
blessing to teach and work here,”
he concludes. n
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